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The Desert Trail

TWENTYNINE PALMS – The Marine wives have landed, and they’re all fired up.

All Fired Up Candle Co., Jane Wayne Gear and The Crop Cupboard scrapbook store opened Saturday, Feb. 11 at 73550 Twentynine Palms Highway.

The store is packed with items designed to appeal to military wives and fans of the service. T-shirts sporting catchy phrases like “Tanker Babe,” “I Love My Marine” and “I was issued” are on display, along with soy candles with fragrances like Irish creme, maple pecan, snickerdoodle and melon blast and handcrafted items such as soaps, stained glass pieces and hand-painted wooden wall-hangings. 

There are military-themed papers, accessories, scrapbooks, photo albums and tools for scrapbook enthusiasts, and examples of scrapbook pages created by military wives are displayed to spark ideas.

The store plans to offer classes taught by military wives, store manager Priscilla Salinas said, noting the work area also will be available for those who want to work on scrapbook projects when the store is open.

Patrons also will find purses, totes and diaper bags made out of old cammies. One ringed with pink fringe has “U.S. Marines” embroidered in pink on the front; another sports a dog tag stamped with “Jane Wayne Gear” and “made by military wives.”

Customers who want to add their own touch can bring in their own cammies (as long as they’re not the new, digital cammies) and the company will turn them into the bag of their choice. They also can have their own words embroidered onto their bag, Salinas said.

“It’s a really nice store,” said Gary and Debbie Dogonski, the first customers in the store Tuesday, Feb. 14. The Michigan couple, in Twentynine Palms to visit their son, a Marine stationed aboard the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, picked up a patriotic plaque and stamp.

Roxanne Reed, a Marine wife living outside Camp Lejeune in Jacksonville, N.C., and a fellow Marine wife launched All Fired Up in 2000 to sell Americana and military candles, and provide fellow military wives with business opportunities.

In 2002, the other wife has left the company to expand her family, and Reed soldiered on, working with a team that handles everything from production and sales to legal, public relations and accounting.

The company donates to scholarship funds and Key Volunteer projects, breast cancer foundations and womens shelters.

It also mentors wives interested in starting their own businesses, giving them a place to sell their goods.

With stores in Jacksonville and aboard Camp Lejeune, Quantico in Virginia and Camp Pendleton in Oceanside, the company was looking for another location, Reed said.

“We got so much response from the gals in Twentynine Palms,” opening here was a slam-dunk, she said. “We’re really excited.

Store hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday. The store is closed Sundays and Monday, and military holidays.

